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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

601 5TH ST NE 

DEVILS LAKE ND 58301 

701-662-2873   firstumcdlnd@gondt.com 

www.1stumcdl.com   
EMAIL  Pastor Mike  SLministry@hotmail.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 
Pastor Mike will be in the office all day Tuesdays and 

on Wednesdays from noon through the end of the 

church schedule.  You can always contact Pastor Mike 

at 701-799-1174. Volunteers will be in the office   

Tuesdays and Wednesdays 9 to 4.                OCTOBER 2021 
WOW!!!  Is Coming!   

On October 6th, we will begin our “Worship on Wednesday” 

activities.  We are excited to add a short worship to this 

year’s activities in hopes we can start a contemporary      

worship experience.  Our thoughts are to sing a few          

contemporary songs, have prayer and a short message. This 

will be an ever-evolving worship and may change as we learn 

new things and grow.  We will begin our WOW activities with 

the children at 4:15 for an exciting learning session, hands on crafts and a time with the 

youth.  At 5:15 we will share a supper in Fellowship Hall followed by the new             

contemporary worship at 6:00, also in Fellowship Hall. 

Wednesday schedule: 

       4:15 pm—Children session (Class rooms) 

5:15 pm—Supper in Fellowship Hall 

  6:00 pm– Worship in Fellowship Hall 

We have been hosting the Celebrate Recovery worship in our Fellowship Hall on Thursday 

evenings at 6:00 pm for supper and 7:00 pm worship.  It has been well attended by our 

community and some of those within our congregation.  Its contemporary style of    

worship focuses on dealing with hurts, habits and hang-ups.  When I first learned of    

Celebrate Recovery 10 or so years ago, I thought it was for recovering addicts only.  

Since then, and being with this worshipping community, I have learned that only 1 in 3 

people who worship in Celebrate Recovery were addicted to drugs and alcohol.  If you 

struggle with trying to be perfect, co-dependency, trying to please everyone, anxiety, 

grief, or anything else that may affect your life, this is a safe place to worship and be 

with others who may dealing with similar feelings.  Join us for good food, company and 

worship.  

Do remember Charge Conference on October 10th after worship; we will be voting on 

several key things in our church life. 

God has asked us and Jesus has modeled the fact that we are to love God with all of our 

heart, mind and being and to love our neighbor as ourselves.  It’s a simple concept that 

is more difficult than it sounds.  Loving those who love you back is not very difficult; the 

difficulty comes from loving those who don’t love you or make it hard to be loved.  Jesus 

allowed Peter to say, “I love you” three times after he denied Jesus three times that 

fateful night.  Be the light in someone’s life today and invite them to church.  Blessings! 
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 OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

October 4 Nancy Lundon 

October 6 Jace Estenson 

October 7 Lois Weed 

October 12 Sandra Gerrard 

  Eileen Railing 

  Jim Onerheim & Sharon Lilleberg 

  Dave & Dorene Herrmann 

October 13 Shirley Anderson 

October 18 Rex Baker 

October 19 Verna Brown 

October 24 Jay Olson 

  Matthew Hodgins 

  Wayne & Karen Halle 

October 26 Steve & Kelli Heilman 

October 27 Jean Janssen 

October 28 Jeremy & Kristen Eisenzimmer 

October 29 Pastor Mike Flowers 

PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY LISTS 
ACCURATE AD COMPLETE.  IF ANY OF THESE DATES ARE IN 

ERROR, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE.  THANK YOU! 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please be in prayer for: Sylvia Loehr, Mark Restemayer, Nao-
mi Modrow, Delcie Light, Terri Belford, Chuck Hendrickson, 
Kathy Svidal, Corleen Rath, those battling cancer (Denice, 
Dennis, Keith, Doug, Vicki). Pray for all those affected by the     
coronavirus. Please pray for the finances of our church and 
for those who are unemployed or  underemployed.  Pray for 
the members of the military as well as fire, police, and     
emergency medical services. Pray for our country, which is 
badly divided and conflicted. Pray for those who have lost 
loved ones, whether to the coronavirus or from other causes.  
Pray for our state and national leaders. Pray for the school 
staff and students, as well as those learning at home. Pray for 
Tim Gulsvig serving in Jordan in mission work.    

If you have prayer concerns please contact                                  
Pastor Mike at 799-1174. 

FUMC Finance Report Operating Fund through September 26, 2021:                                                               

Income $8,222.26  (includes automated giving)                                                                                

 *Amount needed per month to meet our 2021 budget is $11,470 

Remember to send in your offering when you’re not in church.  Consider the  option of automatic           
withdrawals from your bank.  Thank you for your giving! 

Offering counters in October 2021:  Melissa Stotts and Joyce Baker 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  We would 

be honored to list their names and stations in the newsletter so 

that they may be prayed for by those in the church.  Please      

contact the office at 662-2873 to provide this information. 

CURRENT WORSHIP FORMAT 
We are worshiping together, with Covid restrictions op-
tional. The service is live via Facebook at 9:30 a.m. each 
Sunday.  Non-internet users may access the worship ser-
vice recording by dialing 701-214-3752, a free call. 
Our website address has changed and will have an  
updated look and new features.  The new website ad-
dress is www.1stumcdl.com.  We also have a   Twitter 
account at FirstUMCDLND, and an  Instagram profile 
firstumc_dl, in addition to our Facebook page where 
videos and sermons can be found.   

Missions Update 

One Thing Project for October is Shoeboxes for 

Christmas. There are many ways to help so      

everyone can participate. 

1. Bring empty shoeboxes to the church. 

2. Take an empty shoebox home to wrap. 

3. Fill a wrapped shoebox with recommended 

items (list will be provided). 

4. Shop for items from provided list. 

5. Donate wrapping paper & bring to church. 

6. Donate cash to be used to purchase items. 

*Next Missions brunch is on October 31! 

Upcoming Dates to Remember 
October 6   WOW w/supper and worship  5:15  pm 

      UMW meeting     7:00 pm 

October 10   Charge Conference                 10.30 am 

October 20  Administrative Council meeting       7:00 pm 

October 22  Fran’s Garden Circle @White House         2:00 pm 

October 31   Sunday Brunch after worship service 

Remember our residents in our local care centers:  

Marge Bye and Harold Jorgenson (Bev Oehlke’s father) 

at Good Samaritan; Delcie Light and Lois Weed at Even-

tide, Chuck Hendrickson at Odd Fellows. 
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From the UMW Reading Program…………………………………… 
 This is a cherished UMW tradition that brings together members in mission as they 
explore, share and discuss the written word.  Please consider checking out the books on the 
upper landing shelves designated for UMW reading credit.  There are both new and used 
books for adults and kids.   Here is a summary of a brand new one: 

Love is the Way:  Holding on to Hope in Troubling Times by Bishop Michael Curry.  Much of the 

world met Bishop Curry, the first African American to lead the Episcopal Church, when he delivered his sermon on the 

redemptive power of love at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle at Windsor Castle.  In the book he 

inspires readers to discover the gift they need in order to live the way of love in a world that faces seemingly                          

insurmountable challenges:  deep reservoirs of hope and resilience, simple wisdom, the discipline of non-violence,      

and unshakable regard for human dignity. 

Scripture Readers for October 

October 3  Joyce Carter 

October 10  Nancy Lundon 

October 17  Marcia Ulrich 

October 24  Chuck Soderstrom 

October 31  Jocelyn Soderstrom 

 
Greeters for October 

October 3 Steve & Kelli Heilman 

October 10 Perry & Nancy Lundon 

October 17 Jeff & Melissa Stotts 

October 24 Leo Sayler & Marcia Ulrich 

October 31 Chuck & Jonielle Soderstrom 

October Serving Group 

Chairpersons:  Leo Sayler   473-2526 

   Joyce Carter   740-5795 

Helpers:  Dotty Brown   662-4364 

   Frank Tapson   662-5474 

   Kyle Olsen   662-2781 

   Tony & Lara  Prozinski 662-5619

The Church office is now open on Tuesdays and     

Wednesdays from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm each week.     

Volunteers are needed to work in the office on those days.  

The duties are answering the telephone, taking messages for 

Pastor Mike and greeting church visitors.  The days are 

broken into 2 time periods,  either 3 or 4 hours long.  

Volunteers are not expected to commit to a weekly time 

slot, but can volunteer as time permits in their schedules.  

If anyone has an interest in volunteering, please contact 

Gwen Hodgins at 662-5963 or sign up during coffee hour 

following Sunday morning services. 
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     FUMC Administrative Council Meeting Minutes  

September 15, 2021 
 

Members Participating:  Gwen Hodgins, Perry Lundon, Marcia Ulrich, Ray Russell, Dave Herrmann, Arlene 
Kirk, Clint Oehlke, and Pastor Mike Flowers. 
 
Call to Order:   Clint called the meeting to order.  Pastor Mike offered prayer.  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the August 2021 meeting were printed in the September newsletter and 
emailed to council members.  Perry moved that the minutes be approved as read, seconded by Dave, motion 
carried.   
  
Treasurer's Report:  A Balance Sheet through August 31, 2021 shows a balance of $97,497.19.  This includes 
$50,000 from the investment account.  Perry moved to accept the report,  seconded by Ray, motion carried.   
 
Finance Committee:  No report provided. 
 
Trustees:  Per Dave, the insurance adjuster does not believe we need to replace the church roof.  So we will 
call Dosch and have the shingles repaired; the adjuster estimated a cost $750 with a $1,000 deductible. 
 Parsonage status: Both Reign Realty and Blue Sky Realty walked through the parsonage and gave po-
tential listing prices of $240,000 and $230,000 respectively.  The Charge conference must first approve the 
sale;  if our congregation approves sale during the charge conference, the DS takes it to the conference cabi-
net for a yes/no vote.  It normally does not vote no, but predictably would ask us to apply a chunk of pro-
ceeds for an escrow account should we want to buy another parsonage in the future.  That money would be 
used as a down payment.  The remainder of the money can't be used for the general budget, but rather re-
served for capital improvements of the church building/property. A vote by the congregation will be made 
during the charge conference on October 10th.  If the buyer of parsonage uses a government loan, we may 
have to install a partial deck to meet lending requirements.   
 LED lights were installed in sanctuary. 
 
UMW: Next meeting is October 6th at 7 pm.  Bazaar is set for November 6th. 
 
Education Committee:  A meeting was held today to finalize the first Worship on Wednesdays date, October 
6th.  A Trunk or Treat idea for Halloween in parking lot is being considered.  
 
Staff Parish Relations committee: No report provided. 
 
Missions committee: Marcia reported that the One Thing Project for September is School Supplies for local 
schools.  The next Missions Brunch will be October 31st.  The Shoebox Christmas project will begin in Octo-
ber.  Per Pastor Mike, there will be an emphasis on boys and girls aged 6 to 8 this year.   
 
Worship Committee report: Pastor Mike, Wednesday worship nights will begin with a meal at 5:15 pm fol-
lowed by worship at 6:00 pm.  We are averaging 50 people in Sunday services. Celebrate Recovery met for 

first time September 9th with meal and worship,  had great turnout, including some of our congregation. 

 
Pastor's report: Chuck would like to use church chairs for a family wedding on October 16th.  We agree that 
as a member of this congregation, there is no charge to him.  We need to give police dispatch new contact 
information, to include Pastor Mike, a Trustee, and Clint as Ad Council chairperson. 
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Endowment Committee: No report provided. 
 
Old Business: Perry has an application for a Technology grant through the UMC Foundation.  Pastor Mike 
feels a new laptop is a good idea, preferably one that would facilitate streaming.  Possibly microphones for 
the sanctuary.  The congregation will be asked to submit ideas for other items within the next few weeks.  
Maximum award is $2,000.  
 
New Business:  A Charge Conference will take place on Sunday, October 10th at 10:30 am, following the 
worship service. 
 
Pastor Mike lead us in prayer and the meeting was concluded. 
 

The next meeting will be on October 20 , 2021 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Respectively submitted by Marcia Ulrich, Ad Council Secretary 

United Methodist Women News 

 

It’s that time of the year!  The first Saturday of November is quick-

ly approaching.    The UMW are busy preparing for their annual bazaar 

to be held on November 6th from 9:30 am to 1:00 pm. 

There will be a Holiday Room, Bakery, Country Store, and jams, jellies, pickles and   

relish available for purchase.  Any items you wish to donate to any of these rooms will 

be greatly appreciated.  There will also be greeting cards and napkins for sale. 

UMW members, remember to bring a pie for the pie and coffee sale.  There are signup 

sheets in the dining room for workers at the bazaar and for help with preparations in 

the days before.  We encourage everyone to participate, even if you are not a member 

of UMW!  Any time you can spare to help is greatly appreciated. 

The church will be open at these scheduled times during the week of the bazaar:  

Tuesday & Wednesday, November 2 & 3, during normal office hours (9 am-4 pm) and 

Friday, November 6 from 9 am to noon.  Someone will be at the church at those times 

to accepted donated items. 

Please price donated items prior to bringing to church.  This is a great help to those 

persons setting up.  There is a suggested  price list for baked and canned goods.    

Copies available in the dining room.  If possible, please price all items that you donate 

for other areas of the bazaar.  If you wish to bring items for soup,  check the signup 

sheet in the dining room or check with Gwen Hodgins.  Be sure to join us for lunch at 

the   bazaar.  We will serve barbeques, vegetable beef soup and homemade pie.   

Thank you for your support of this important fundraising event of the United        

Methodist Women. 

 


