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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

601 5TH ST NE 

DEVILS LAKE ND 58301 

701-662-2873   firstumcdlnd@gondt.com 
loribroschat@gmail.com 

www.1stumcdl.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 
Regular office hours are resuming with modifica-
tion.  Pastor Lori plans to be in the office on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday, but please call 
in advance to be sure.  

GETTING BACK TO NORMAL 

 

It’s been over a year now since the world shifted into unknown territory, forced to make a 

sudden change to shutting down and quarantine.  Masks and hand sanitizer aside, most of 

us have been able to navigate the way things are without too much interruption.  For some, 

the illness itself was a force for change.  Hundreds of thousands have died and families have 

had their world disrupted.   

 

Here we are in the end of February 2021 and every day the news is filled with stories on 

vaccines and dropping infection rates.  In ND the infection rates and death rates have gone 

down dramatically, thanks to vaccinations and the use of personal protective masks.  It al-

most seems that we have turned a corner.  We can be cautiously optimistic. 

 

For those of us who have been worshiping in person, we feel the spaces between us fully, 

and we are apparent of those who are absent.  We long to be all together again.  This, of 

course, is a personal choice.  Even with vaccinations on board some may never feel com-

fortable returning to worship in the sanctuary.  Technology enables us to worship from just 

about anywhere.  We hope our snowbirds, whoever may still be down south, have been 

able to worship with us online.   

 

In early Lent, we know our next big goal is to have a beautifully decorated sanctuary for 

Easter time, and to enjoy seeing our friends and families together to celebrate.  Regardless 

of how many of us are here on Easter Sunday, we will rejoice because we have been given 

such a remarkable gift of health.  We also must appreciate how much others are struggling 

financially, emotionally, personally, and spiritually.  It is not easy to be Christians in soli-

tude, and so we continue to pray for those we do not see, but are very much aware of in 

our church family. 

 

Our options for worship are not going to change, whenever the all clear from COVID 

comes, if it comes.  Some of us will be in the church, some will watch online or listen on the 

phone or maybe just read the sermon.  These things will continue because to go back might 

rid someone of their only connection to the church, and the relationships we have fostered 

outside the church would suffer.  I give thanks to God for the ability we have to worship in 

many ways.  Hopefully soon our choir may restart and small groups for Bible study will be 

in place.  It will take time, but rest assured the church is not going anywhere.  Soon there 

will be a new face at the pulpit and the future of First UMC will begin.  May God bless each 

and every one of you as the snow melts and the Son of God shines in the world. 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

March 2 Temprynce Rath 

March 4 Ian Stotts 

  Leo and Beth Sayler 

March 5 Katherine Sievert 

March 10 Sonia Knutson 

March 11 LeShawn Cavanaugh 

March 12 Jay and Rose Janssen 

March 13 Megan Estenson 

March 16 Amanda Rath 

March 19 Pam McLaurin 

  Naomi Modrow 

March 20 Kaitlin Weed 

March 21 Jolene Wee 

March 25 Dorothy Brown 

 PLEASE HELP US KEEP OUR BIRTHDAY/ANNIVERSARY 
LISTS ACCURATE AND COMPLETE.  IF ANY OF THESE DATES 
ARE IN ERROR, PLEASE CONTACT THE OFFICE.  THANK YOU! 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please be in prayer for: Sylvia Loehr, Mark Restemayer, 
Naomi Modrow, Delcie Light, Terri Belford, Mary Oehlke, 
Carson Robinson, Kathy Svidal, those battling cancer 
(Denice, Dennis, Keith, Doug). Pray for all those affected 
by the coronavirus. Please pray for the finances of our 
church and for those who are unemployed or underem-
ployed. Pray for the medical workers who deal with the 
COVID crisis at the risk of their own lives.  Pray for the 
members of the military as well as fire, police, and emer-
gency medical services. Pray for our country, which is 
badly divided and conflicted. Pray for those who have lost 
loved ones, whether to the coronavirus or from other 
causes.  Pray for our state and national leaders. Pray for 
the school staff and students, as well as those learning at 
home. Pray for Tim Gulsvig serving in Jordan in mission 
work.   If you have prayer concerns please contact Pastor Lori at 
381-0755.  

Remember our residents in our local 

care centers:  Marge Bye and Harold 

Jorgenson  (Bev Oehlke’s father) at 

Good Samaritan; Delcie Light and 

Lois Weed at Eventide. 

FUMC Finance Report Operating Fund through February 21, 2021:                                                                                      

  Income $6,565.00 (includes automated giving)                                                                                                   

    *Amount needed per month to meet our 2021 budget is $11,470 

Remember to send in your offering when you’re not in church.  Consider the option of automatic 
withdrawals from your bank.  Thank you for your giving! 

Offering counters in March 2021:  Lynn and Gwen Hodgins 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  We would be 

honored to list their names and stations in the newsletter so that 

they may be prayed for by those in the church.  Please contact the 

office at 662-2873 to provide this information. 

CURRENT WORSHIP FORMAT 
We have resumed in-church worship, with Covid  

restrictions in place.  There is also livestreaming of 
the service via Facebook at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Non-internet users may access the worship service     
recording by dialing 701-214-3752, a free call. 
 
Our website address has changed and will have an  up-
dated look and new features.  The new website address 

is www.1stumcdl.com.  We also have a   Twitter ac-
count at FirstUMCDLND, and an  Instagram profile 
firstumc_dl, in addition to our Facebook page where 
videos and sermons can be found.   

SNOW REMOVAL SCHEDULE 

February 28 through March 6:  Marcia Ulrich and Vern Moen 

March 7 through 13:  Perry Lundon 

March 14 through 20:  Open 

March 21 through 27:  Open 

March 28 through April 3:  Open 

Missions Update: While our commit-

tee makes plans for new projects, 

we have Lenten tokens available for 

you to use and share with others 

who are unable to attend church.  

Look for mini Prayer pocket quilts 

and Prayer beads in the sanctuary.  

If you would like one brought to 

you, please call Marcia at 662-2034.  

 

Church school is meeting in person in the Fellowship hall 

every Wednesday at 5:00 pm for students ages 3-10.                        

Plans are being made for youth group to meet in March.  
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The Deck of Cards 
“The Deck of Cards”, is a recitation song that was popularized in the fields of both country 
and popular music, first during the late 1940s.  This song, which relates the tale of a young 
American soldier arrested and charged with playing cards during a church service, first became 
a hit in the U.S in 1948 by country musician T. Texas Tyler.  The song is set during the World 
War II, where a group of U.S. Army soldiers, on a long hike during the North African campaign, 
arrive and camp near the town of Cassino.  While scripture is being read in church, one man 
who has only a deck of playing cards pulls them out and spreads them in front of him.  He is 
immediately spotted by a sergeant, who believes the soldier was playing cards in church and     
orders him to put them away.  The soldier is then arrested and taken before the provost marshal 
to be judged.  The provost marshal demands an explanation and the soldier says that he had 
been on a long march, without a bible or a prayer book.  He then explains the significance of 
each card: 
 
Ace:      one God 
Deuce:  the Old Testament and the New Testament in the Bible 
Three:  the Holy Trinity 
Four:   St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. John 
Five:    the five wise virgins in the parable of the Ten Virgins (Matthew 25:1-13) 
Six:      the number of days taken by God to create the earth (Genesis) 
Seven:  the day on which God rested, now know as the Sabbath 
Eight:  the people of God saved during the Great Flood (Noah, his wife, 3 sons and wives) 
Nine:   out of the 10 lepers cleansed by Jesus (Luke 17:11-19) who didn’t thank him 
Ten:     the Ten Commandments handed down by Moses 
King:   Jesus Christ, King of Kings, Lord of Lords 
Queen: Mary, the mother of Jesus 
Jack:    Satan or the Devil 
365 spots:  the number of days in a year 
52 cards:   the number of weeks in a year 
Thirteen tricks:  the number of weeks in a season, or quarter of a year 
Four suits:  the number of seasons in a year or number of weeks in a month 
Twelve face, picture or court cards:  the number of months in a year 
 
He then ends his story by saying that “my pack of cards serves me as a Bible, an almanac, and 
a prayer book.”  The narrator of this story claims to be the soldier in question or that he knew/
knows him. 

SAVE THE DATE 

The UMW will meet on Wednesday, March 10 at 7:00 pm downstairs in the fellowship 

room.  All women from the church are welcome to attend. 

 

  A get together is planned for the young women of the church on March 9th at the Ranch 

at 5:30 pm.  Anyone interested in meeting please come.  Appetizers will be supplied.   

Any questions call Jocelyn Soderstrom at 351-8480 or Charla Hannesson at 509-2815.   

This is a time to renew old friends from the past with other young Methodist women.  
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FUMC Administrative Council Meeting Minutes  

February 10, 2021 
 

Members Participating:  Clint and Bev Oehlke, Gwen and Lynn Hodgins, Chuck and Jonielle Soderstrom,  Dennis Ander-
son, Perry Lundon, Marcia Ulrich and Pastor Lori Broschat. 
 
Call to Order:  Clint called the meeting to order.  Pastor Lori offered devotions and prayer.  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the January 2021 meeting were printed in the January newsletter and emailed to council 
members.  Perry moved that the minutes be approved as read, seconded by Chuck, motion carried.   
  
Treasurer's Report:  A Balance Sheet through January 31, 2021 shows a balance of $40, 311.01.  Perry moved to accept the 
report,  seconded by Dennis,  motion carried.  A snow removal bill from Klemmers is approximately $387.50.  Perry will sub-
mit  bill to Traynor's for their portion.  Perry and Paul considered the prior PPP loan and lost revenue for 2020 due to the 
Devils Run cancellation.  Perry spoke with Kale Stromme at Western Bank.  Our church may again qualify for a PPP loan.  
Chuck moved that Perry pursue this, seconded by Marcia, motion carried. 
 
Finance Committee:  No report, committee has not met.   
  
Trustees: Dennis checked the status of the furnace and cleaned light fixture in east entry way. Installation of the stair railing 
is an unfinished project. The elevator should be inspected again, Dennis will make that contact. The center hanging light in 
the sanctuary has a burned out bulb.  Gwen found old items in the Upper Room that should be removed and suggested the 
trustees decide what items to salvage.   
 
UMW: No report, group has not met. 
 
Education Committee:  Jonielle reports they are meeting at the church again on Wednesdays.  Next week will be a Valen-
tine's day theme.   
 
Nominations Committee:   New chairperson for SPRC is Jocelyn Soderstrom. 
 
Staff Parish Relations committee:  Jocelyn reported the committee met with DS Joel Winkler last week to initiate the pro-
cess of seeking a new pastor.   Joel may come to our church soon, meanwhile he welcomes input from church and SPRC 
members (Jocelyn, Jonielle, Lara, Deb, and Lynn).   
 
Old Business:  Chuck  contacted the Park Board to reserve our usual spot for Devils Run in 2021, scheduled for June 4, 5, 
and 6.  Chuck related that our church chairs will be used by Masters for its car auction again. 
 
Jonielle related that the church needs a youth leader; there are possibly 13 youth in the church who haven't met in a long 
time.  She has asked Ian Stotts and Megan Estenson.  Lori knows 3 students at Lake Region College from her previous 
church who may be interested.  Jonielle asked if money from Noisy Bucket funds can be used to pay college students to help, 
say $30 per time.  Perry reported a  $780 balance in Noisy Bucket. Chuck moved that this money be available, seconded by 
Jocelyn, motion carried. 
 
New Business:  Lori reported that Margy Greene had planned  to present a proposal to use church rooms for a child care 
center, but canceled at the last minute and will attend the March meeting.  Concerns about this are availability of back rooms 
for funerals and the fall bazaar, and liability insurance. If these issues can be worked out, it would create compensation and 
exposure for the church.  Perry suggested Margy meet with the trustees prior to the March council meeting so they can ad-
dress the preliminary issues. 
 
 
Pastor Lori lead us in prayer. Chuck moved to adjourn, seconded by Jocelyn, motion carried.   
 

The next meeting will be on March 17, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Respectively submitted by Marcia Ulrich, Ad Council Secretary 
 


