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FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

601 5TH ST NE 

DEVILS LAKE ND 58301 

701-662-2873   firstumcdlnd@gondt.com 

www.1stumcdl.com   
EMAIL  Pastor Mike  childharvest@msn.com 

       

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

JUNE 2021                                  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 
Pastor Mike will be in the office all day Tuesdays 

and on Wednesdays from noon through the end 

of the church schedule.   You can contact Pastor 

Mike at 701-799-1174. 

Hello church.  I am Pastor Mike Flowers.  Pastor Lori asked me if I wanted to introduce myself in 

this month’s newsletter and I jumped at the chance to share a little about my calling, my family and 

me.  Let’s get the “Bio” stuff out of the way.  I was born to Charles and Carolyn Flowers, a southern 

couple, at Whiteman Air Force Base, Missouri and grew up in the U.S. Air Force.  So that makes me an 

Air Force brat!  I was blessed to have followed Dad around the world.  We lived in Missouri, Florida,  

Pennsylvania, Philippines, Japan and finally ended up in West Monroe, Louisiana, where Dad retired 

from the Air Force in 1972.  I attended West Monroe High School and graduated in the Bicentennial 

Year!  If you’re trying to do the math, that makes me 39.  Right before my graduation, I began my work 

life at Dairy Queen where I met Libby and was smitten at first sight!  I’ll let her tell you how she felt 

about me.  I worked a variety of jobs after Dairy Queen, including a gas drilling rig, sheet metal worker 

making heating and air conditioning ducts, and electrician’s helper in the two years after high school.  

I couldn’t find what was right for me, so I joined the Air Force in May of 1978.  In August 1978, I mar-

ried my best friend, Libby, and we moved to our first duty station, Whiteman AFB,       Missouri.  Three 

years later, we were blessed with our daughter, Beth.  Shortly after her birth, we were transferred to 

Kirtland AFB, New Mexico.  We lived there for about two years and were blessed again by the birth of 

our son, Charles.  Our next duty station found us at Yokota Air Base in Japan, where I rekindled my 

love for the people and culture.  We moved to Minot AFB in March 1986 and have been in ND since.  I 

retired from the AF in 1994 to take a position with Wal-Mart as a District Manager for Loss Prevention 

& Safety.  I covered all of ND and one store in MN for 13 years, when I finally listened to God’s call.  

Libby and I began our journey as Missionaries on the Spirit Lake Nation.  God called me to become a 

Pastor and I was first licensed in 2011.  I completed my schooling in 2018.  We began worship services 

at Spirit Lake Ministry on Easter Sunday in 2016 and continue to worship every Sunday evening along 

with Bible studies, children and youth programs and other events throughout the year.  God has now 

called me to be in service alongside you, First United Methodist Church in Devils Lake. My passion is 

sharing the Gospel of Jesus Christ with everyone who will listen.  My favorite Bible passage can be bro-

ken down to four words…..Love God—Love Neighbor. I spent about 17 years away from the church af-

ter Libby and I were married and I closely relate to the story of the Prodigal Son.  I can emphatically 

tell you that nothing can separate you from the love of God.  We are blessed with four grandchildren, 

three in Alexandria, VA and one in Fargo.  We are      excited for the new opportunity to share the love 

of Jesus Christ with even more people now in our new church and community.  May God bless you and 

keep you.  Amen. 

 Welcome Pastor Mike and Libby Flowers! 
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

June 6     Myron & Mary Jury 

June 8   Wayne Halle 

   Sandi Ginther 

June 9   Kristi Berg 

   Steve Heilman 

June 10  Cole Vannett 

June 11  Joyce Carter 

June 12  Karlene McLaurin 

June 16  Sylvia Loehr 

June 17  Heather Erickson 

   Barry & Carrie Atherton 

June 20  Sandy Reeves 

   Jay Janssen 

June 21  Ashley Minnerrup 

June 22  Tony Prozinski 

June 25  K Roemmich 

June 27  Chad & Megan Estenson 

June 28  Laurel Goulding 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please be in prayer for: Sylvia Loehr, Mark Restemayer, Nao-
mi Modrow, Delcie Light, Terri Belford, Chuck Hendrickson, 
Kathy Svidal, the family of Bernice Rath, those battling cancer 
(Denice, Dennis, Keith, Doug). Pray for all those affected by 
the coronavirus. Please pray for the finances of our church 
and for those who are unemployed or  underemployed.  Pray 
for the members of the military as well as fire, police, and 
emergency medical services. Pray for our country, which is 
badly divided and conflicted. Pray for those who have lost 
loved ones, whether to the coronavirus or from other causes.  
Pray for our state and national leaders. Pray for the school 
staff and students, as well as those learning at home. Pray for 
Tim Gulsvig serving in Jordan in mission work.    

If you have prayer concerns please contact                                  
Pastor Mike at 799-1174. 

FUMC Finance Report Operating Fund through May 28, 2021:                                                                                      

  Income $8,363.00  (includes automated giving)                                                                                                   

  *Amount needed per month to meet our 2021 budget is $11,470 

Remember to send in your offering when you’re not in church.  Consider the  
option of automatic withdrawals from your bank.  Thank you for your giving! 

Offering counters in June 2021:  Lynn and Gwen Hodgins 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  We would be 

honored to list their names and stations in the newsletter so that 

they may be prayed for by those in the church.  Please contact the 

office at 662-2873 to provide this information. 

CURRENT WORSHIP FORMAT 
We are worshiping together, with Covid restrictions op-
tional. The service is live via Facebook at 9:30 a.m. each 
Sunday.  Non-internet users may access the worship ser-
vice recording by dialing 701-214-3752, a free call. 
Our website address has changed and will have an  
updated look and new features.  The new website ad-
dress is www.1stumcdl.com.  We also have a   Twitter 
account at FirstUMCDLND, and an  Instagram profile 
firstumc_dl, in addition to our Facebook page where 
videos and sermons can be found.   

EDUCATION   

A short lesson during the sermon each Sunday is      
offered for children ages 4 to 10.  VBS has been post-
poned, new dates will be provided later. Anyone        
interested in helping contact Jonielle or Gwen.  

Missions Update:  During the month of May, we re-
ceived donations of gas cards, retail gift cards or  
diapers for young families requesting special             
assistance from our Pastor.  We will gladly welcome 
more donations through June. New projects will be 
chosen starting in the fall.  Many thanks for your 
kind generosity already this year! 

Remember our residents in our local care centers:  

Marge Bye and Harold Jorgenson (Bev Oehlke’s fa-

ther) at Good Samaritan; Delcie Light and Lois Weed 

at Eventide. 

 

  Upcoming Dates to Remember 

June 4  Memorial Service for Bernice Rath   11:00 am  at First UMC 

June 4-6  Devils Run @Roosevelt Park 

June 16 Ad Council Meeting 7:00 pm 

A message from Pastor Lori 

Thanks for the wonderful brunch and for all your kindness-
es.  My time serving you has been fun and we have seen 
many good changes take place even in a pandemic!  I pray 
you have been blessed as I have. I encourage you to bless 
Pastor Mike with your help and your prayers.  May God 
bless you all in this time.   
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FUMC Administrative Council Meeting Minutes  
May 12, 2021 

Members Participating:  Clint and Bev Oehlke, Mary Oehlke, Gwen Hodgins, Chuck and Jonielle Soderstrom, 
Jocelyn Soderstrom, Dennis Anderson, Joyce Carter, Perry Lundon, Ray Russell, Pastor Lori Broschat, Pastor 
Mike Flowers. 
 
Call to Order:  Clint called the meeting to order.  Pastor Lori offered devotions and prayer.  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the April 2021 meeting were printed in the May newsletter and emailed to 
council members.  Perry moved that the minutes be approved as read, seconded by Ray, motion carried.   
  
Treasurer's Report:  A Balance Sheet through April 30, 2021 shows a balance of $53,583.10. Perry mentioned 
this balance included a remainder of the PPP loan. Perry moved to accept the report, seconded by Gwen, 
motion carried.   
 
Finance Committee:  No report, committee will meet in June to educate Pastor Mike as to our situation.  
  
Trustees: Dennis reported that the youth helped clean up the back of the church from debris, pinecones, etc. 
The trustees cleaned the back parking lot.  Jonielle asked if more rocks were needed to be added to the areas 
around the building. Dennis said they would discuss this.  Pastor Lori asked if she could stay in the parsonage 
through June.  This was agreed on by consensus. Rent will be negotiated.    
 
UMW: Laurie Robinson will be here in the summer to present her new book One Story: Many Voices, and to 
discuss her work.  She will present two sessions for people to attend.  
 
Education Committee: Jonielle mentioned there is still a wish to purchase a smart TV for the back education 
classroom for VBS, which starts in May.  There are no tech grants from the conference available. Discussion 
on what size was needed and how much the cost would be.  Jocelyn moved to use noisy bucket funds since 
they are plentiful, seconded by Chuck, motion carried.  Jonielle reported she contacted the agency              
responsible for oversight of childcare centers in town and asked about the possibility of having a daycare in 
the church and to see if our building is usable.  Some adjustments would need to be made prior to using the 
building in this way.  Jonielle also added that our DS Joel Winkler suggested hiring a part-time youth director 
or leader, along with a part-time secretary.   
 
Staff Parish Relations committee:  Jocelyn said the committee is meeting on Thursday, May 13 with Pastor 
Mike and Pastor Joel to discuss plans for the church and Mike’s plans with this ministry.  Jocelyn said they 
lined up nicely. Mike plans to be in the office all day Tuesdays and Wednesdays from noon until the end of 
the evening events.  Discussion on what to do differently on Wednesday nights with worship, maybe a      
contemporary service for the kids and parents.   
 
Missions committee:  Pastor Lori reported the collection for the month will be kept at the church to be used 
as the pastor’s discretionary items. We will collect these through May.  
 
Worship Committee report:  Jonielle asked if we could do special music as often as possible.  Joyce will find 
people for the summer.  
 
Pastor's report:  Pastor Lori reported on how annual conference is working this year, which is partly online 
and partly in person at a choice of four locations around the two states.  As of yet we do not have a delegate, 
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so if anyone wants to register and attend, they may do so. She is excused from attending in person but will be 
attending online for certain voting segments.  Mike and Libby are going to attend if anyone wanted to go with 
them. It was asked if Marcia has agreed to be hired as a secretary; this will be discussed with the SPRC. 
 
Endowment Committee:  No one present from committee, no report presented. 
 
Old Business:  Chuck is working on the details for Devils Run, lining up a trailer, etc.  We will serve burgers and 
pop as usual.  Chuck related that our church chairs will be used by Masters for its car auction again. 
 
New Business:   Pastor Mike asked if people present had any questions for him.  Ray asked if livestreaming of 
worship would continue, and Mike said definitely.  It was asked if we might have a short outline form of     
worship with prompts such as hymn numbers, etc.  Pastor Lori will see to that. Pastor Lori mentioned that     
McKenna Thrush is doing quite a bit for the church, creating the PowerPoint displays, maintaining the website, 
etc.  She is being paid by Pastor Lori personally $100 a month for this.  Joyce moved that the church continue 
to pay Mckenna after Pastor Lori’s departure, seconded by Gwen.  Motion passed.  Pastor Mike invited       
everyone to join he and Libby on a prayer walk tomorrow evening around the building.  
 
Pastor Mike lead us in prayer. Chuck moved to adjourn, seconded by Jocelyn, motion carried.   
 

The next meeting will be on June 16, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.   
 

Respectively submitted by Pastor Lori Broschat, Ad Council Secretary pro tem 
 

Scripture Readers for June 

June 6 Marcia Ulrich 

June 13 Nancy Lundon 

June 20 Chuck Soderstrom 

June 27 Jocelyn Soderstrom 

 

 

Greeters for June 

June 6 Chuck & Jonielle Soderstrom 

June 13 Vance & Hope Jury 

June 20 Dennis & Joyce Anderson 

June 27 Steve & Kelli Heilman 

June Serving Group 

Chairpersons:  Mary Oehlke                    351-0894 

                        Marcia Ulrich                662-2034 

Helpers:  Lynn & Gwen Hodgins    662-5963 

             Carol Mangham       231-838-0603  

                       Scott & Kim Sievert          662-5924                               

                       Gary & Rose Wilhelmi     662-8697 


