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FEBRUARY 2021                                         

FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

601 5TH ST NE 

DEVILS LAKE ND 58301 

701-662-2873   firstumcdlnd@gondt.com 
loribroschat@gmail.com 

www.1stumcdl.com 

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 
 
Regular office hours are suspended due to the 
Corona virus until further notice.  Please call in 
advance.  

        January 26, 2021 

 

Dear Friends and Members of First UMC, 

 

Though by now some of you by now have been made aware of this news, I am writing to members and 
friends of First UMC to announce that I will be stepping down as your pastor at the end of June 2021.  This 

decision was a difficult one, but the duties of ministry in a pandemic environment have become a struggle 
for me.   

 

I have been affected by the isolation, as I am sure many of you can relate to, but due to my existing anxiety 

and depression, this has also affected my daily life and work.  The stress of taking our worship and our 
meetings online through various media methods has proven to be difficult for me.  In addition, being solely 

responsible for providing worship, being alone in an empty sanctuary, and being unable to see members 

face to face has been difficult.  

 

I resolve to address my physical and emotional well-being, and for this reason I will regretfully resign.  I do 

plan to remain as a resident of Devils Lake, in my own housing.  This will of course require respecting 
boundaries with the congregation, and allow the new pastor to become acquainted with the church and 

our church family.   

 

My plan is to find part-time work in a field for which I have training, perhaps in some medical facility or in 

an office setting, or even working from home. I will simultaneously be applying for disability status, which 

can be quite a long wait, so thankfully the conference pension insurance does provide some support until 
such time as I qualify for disability benefits.   

 

I appreciate so much the concern you have shown for me, and I will always be grateful for returning to the 
church of my childhood to serve you and our community.  I believe there are many good days ahead for 

First UMC, and that under the leadership of your new pastor the ability to provide worship online and fel-

lowship in person or through media will improve and grow the church.   

 

If you have questions for me, please reach out, but most importantly, help our conference District Superin-

tendent Rev. Joel Winkler, and our Staff Parish committee in their job of finding the next pastor in the on-
going story of First UMC. 

 

In love and faith, 

 

Rev. Lori Broschat  
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS  

February 4 Laura Halle 

February 15 Deb Blomster 

February 18 David Reeves 

February 19  Lainie Estenson 

February 22 Elayna Rath 

February 23 Melissa Stotts 

February 24 Charles Hendrickson 

February 25 James D. McLaurin 

February 26 Ethan Wang 

            Michael Reeves 

                               Abbiegale Neutman 

February 27 Bev Oehlke 

PRAYER CONCERNS 

Please be in prayer for: Sylvia Loehr, Mark Restemayer, 
Naomi Modrow, Delcie Light, Terri Belford, McKenna 
Thrush, those battling cancer (Denice, Dennis, Keith, 
Doug). Pray for all those affected by the coronavirus. 
Please pray for the finances of our church and for those 
who are unemployed or underemployed. Pray for the 
medical workers who deal with the COVID crisis at the 
risk of their own lives.  Pray for the members of the mili-
tary as well as fire, police, and emergency medical ser-
vices. Pray for our country, which is badly divided and 
conflicted. Pray for those who have lost loved ones, 
whether to the coronavirus or from other causes.  Pray 
for our state and national leaders. Pray for the school 
staff and students, as well as those learning at home. 
Pray for Tim Gulsvig serving in Jordan in mission work.   
If you have prayer concerns please contact Pastor Lori at 381-0755.  

Remember our residents in our local care centers:  Marge Bye 

and Harold Jorgenson  (Bev Oehlke’s father) at Good Samari-

tan; Delcie Light and Lois Weed at Eventide. 

FUMC Finance Report Operating Fund through January 29, 2021:                                                                                      

  Income $5,403.12 (minus automated giving)                                                                                                       

    *Amount needed per month to meet our 2021 budget is $11,470 

Remember to send in your offering when you’re not in church.  Consider the option of automatic 
withdrawals from your bank.  Thank you for your giving! 

Offering counters in February 2021—Lynn and Gwen Hodgins 

Do you have a family member serving in the military?  We would be 

honored to list their names and stations in the newsletter so that 

they may be prayed for by those in the church.  Please contact the 

office at 662-2873 to provide this information. 

CURRENT WORSHIP FORMAT 
We have resumed in-church worship, with Covid  

restrictions in place.  There is also livestreaming of 
the service via Facebook at 9:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
Non-internet users may access the worship service     
recording by dialing 701-214-3752, a free call. 
 
Our website address has changed and will have an  up-
dated look and new features.  The new website address 

is www.1stumcdl.com.  We also have a   Twitter ac-
count at FirstUMCDLND, and an  Instagram profile 
firstumc_dl, in addition to our Facebook page where 
videos and sermons can be found.   

SNOW REMOVAL SCHEDULE 

 January 31 through February 6:  Perry Lundon  

 February 7 through February 13: Marcia Ulrich/Vern Moen 

 February 14 through February 20: Perry Lundon 

 February 21 through 27:  Open  
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LAY LEADERSHIP (NOMINATIONS) REPORT FOR 2021 (Revised) 
The Lay Leadership Committee presents this slate of nominations for the 2021         

Administrative Council and committees: 
Ad Council Chair:  Clint Oehlke 
Ad Council Secretary:  Marcia Ulrich 
Treasurer:  Perry Lundon 
Finance Chair:  Perry Lundon 
Financial Secretary:  Gwen Hodgins 
Trustees Chair:  Dennis Anderson 
SPRC Chair: Pending upcoming committee meeting 
Endowment Chair: Laurel Goulding 
UMW President:  Joyce Carter 
Council Members at Large:   2021     Fran Dockter and Ray Russell 
              2022              Arlene Kirk and Chuck Soderstrom 
 
Board of Trustees:              2021      Dennis Anderson, Steve Heilman, Travis Triepke,   
                           Dave Herrmann 
                                          2022      Vance Jury, Nancy Lundon, Leo Sayler 
 
Staff Parish Relations:            2021      Lara Prozinski, Lynn Hodgins, Jocelyn Soderstrom 
                                          2022      Jonielle Soderstrom, Deb Blomster 
 
Finance:                              2021      Perry Lundon, Gwen Hodgins, Joyce Carter, Nancy   
       Lundon, plus Trustees and SPRC chairpersons       
 
Lay Leadership:   2021     Pastor Lori, Nancy Lundon, Joyce Carter 
                                            2022     Pastor, Nancy Lundon, Joyce Carter 
 
Missions:   2021    Marcia Ulrich, Gwen Hodgins, Melissa Stotts,               
               Mary Russell, Jeaneen Littleghost 
                                            2022     Dotty Brown, Tana Triepke, Sandy Reeves 
 
Education:                                 Everyone involved in Christian Education 
 
Worship Committee:     Nancy Lundon, Pastor Lori Broschat, Joyce Carter,          
       Sylvia Loehr, K Roemmich, Jonielle Soderstrom,       
       Jocelyn Soderstrom, Fran Dockter 
 
Endowment Committee:     Laurel Goulding, Kelli Heilman, Dave Herrmann,    
       Deb Blomster, Gwen Hodgins, Melissa Stotts, Perry Lundon,  
       Dennis Anderson, Clint Oehlke, Rodney Brown, and Pastor Lori 

 

Missions Update 

In January we contributed to the Largest Baby Shower at the Women’s Care Center.  Thank you all for your gen-

erosity.  While the Missions Committee plans future projects, here are a couple suggestions for all you home 

crafters for Lenten tokens:  (Directions are available now) 

1. Pocket Prayer Quilts to remind us of God’s love, grace and peace. 

2. Prayer Beads to engage our senses when we pray for ourselves and others. 

If you are interested, please call Marcia Ulrich at 662-2034 

Please note on your calendars that the Ash Wednesday service 
on Wednesday, February 17th, will be in person in the church 
sanctuary. 



 4 

   
FUMC Administrative Council Meeting Minutes  

January 20, 2021 
 

Members Participating:  Clint Oehlke, Gwen Hodgins, Chuck and Jonielle Soderstrom, Joyce Carter, Laurel Goulding, 
Mary Oehlke, Ray Russell, Dennis Anderson, Perry Lundon, Marcia Ulrich and Pastor Lori Broschat. 
 
Call to Order:  As the new Ad Council chairperson, Clint called the meeting to order.  Pastor Lori offered a devotion and 
prayer.  
 
Approval of Minutes:  Minutes of the December 2020 meeting were printed in the January newsletter and emailed to 
council members prior to this meeting.  Laurel informed the council that she is actually the Endowment Committee 
chairperson, not Kelli Heilman, as printed in the nominations list in the January 2021 newsletter.  Kelli serves as Endow-
ment Committee treasurer. Chuck moved that the minutes be approved as corrected, seconded by Ray, motion carried.   
  
Treasurer's Report:  A Balance Sheet through December 31, 2020 shows a balance of $40.821.57.   Perry related that 
this reflects receipt of  the $16,000 PPP loan which became a grant.  He reported an increase in the amount paid 
monthly to the conference.  A bill from Klemmers for $275 has been paid, after paying the next bill, Perry will give a 
statement to Traynors for their portion of snow removal. Chuck moved to accept the report,  seconded by Perry,  mo-
tion carried. Laurel questioned why there is no line item in the church budget for special assessments.  This is suggest-
ed if the church is subject to paying special assessments each year. 
 
Finance Committee: The committee has not recently met.  Laurel moved to include a line item for yearly special assess-
ments in the annual budget, seconded by Chuck.  Following a discussion to clarify the reason for the line item, the mo-
tion carried.   
  
Trustees:  New chairperson Dennis Anderson reported on a meeting held January 10th:  Leo Sayler is a new member of 
committee;  items to consider now include snow removal contracts, replacing parsonage deck, completing the hand rail 
project in the sanctuary,  and getting keys to all trustee members.  Chuck moved we accept this report, seconded by 
Marcia, motion carried.   
 
UMW: No report presented by Joyce. 
 
Education Committee:  Jonielle said they met tonight on Zoom with 5 kids.  Gwen noted that one mother asked  when 
we can resume church school in person.  Joyce related it would be easy to social distance in the fellowship room with 
so few children, and that this is appropriate given that the local schools are open. 
 
Nominations Committee:  A nominations slate for 2021 was included in the January 2021 newsletter. Revisions/
additions were made as follows:   
 
Endowment committee chairperson:  Laurel Goulding. 
Trustees chairperson:  Dennis Anderson 
SPRC committee:  Deb Blomster is a new member; need to select a chairperson 
Finance committee:  Gwen Hodgins' name was omitted 
Missions committee:  Sandy Reeves is a returning member 
 
Laurel suggested the Endowment Committee members should be listed in the 2021 Nominations Slate and included in 
the February newsletter.  Joyce moved to accept the revisions, seconded by Chuck, motion carried. 
 
Staff Parish Relations committee:  Incoming member Jonielle Soderstrom. Pastor Lori noted she will speak with the 
committee members about a meeting before the end of January. 
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Missions committee:  Marcia related that our January 2021 project is the Women's Care Center in support of the 
Lake Region's Largest Baby Shower.  A display board has been set up in the church with individual tags correspond-
ing with requested baby and mom items.   We also suggest donations of canned vegetables to the Hope Center for 
food boxes. 
 
Worship Committee report:  The Christmas altar decorations should be taken  down before the Lenten season be-
gins.  Joyce asked that Pastor Lori include the Lord's Prayer in each live stream worship service.  Members of the 
worship committee should be included in the Nominations slate. 
 
Pastor's report:  Lori feels we should be encouraging more people to return to in person worship,  preparing for 
those traditional services during Lent.  Attempts are being made to keep technology coming together during weekly 
services.  We hope to receive more disposable communion cups soon.   
 
Lori announced that after consulting with DS Joel Winkler, she will seek a status change at the end of June 2021 for 
the purpose of initiating a leave of absence.  This involves applying for disability benefits through the conference 
and accessing its support program for pastors.  She will vacate the parsonage by the end of June and will have an 
opportunity to re-apply to the conference within a 5 year period. The SPRC should meet soon and create a profile 
for a new pastor and be in contact with the DS to start the search process.  Lori will notify the congregation during 
the next worship service and prepare a written announcement as well.   
 
Laurel  thanked Lori for her service and suggested we recognize the challenges of the past year and the difficult deci-
sion she has made.   
 
Annual conference will be held virtually June 10-12, 2021 to implement its plans.  Later in the fall, the general con-
ference will meet.   
 
Endowment Committee:  Laurel reported that after the committee funded the $14,000 for special assessments it 
learned of an outstanding balance of $4,313.  Kelli met with city and county offices to clarify this and learned that an 
annual payment of $846 can be made, next one due February 14th without penalty.  Laurel suggested that the fi-
nance committee contact the bank to determine our eligibility for another PPP loan.  Kelli was commended for her 
efforts to address this matter.  
 
Old Business:  Regarding the current special assessment bill of $846, Chuck moved that Perry pay this as soon as 
possible, seconded by  Dennis, motion carried.   
 
New Business:  N/A 
 
The meeting was adjourned.  The next meeting will be on February 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  This is one week early due 
to Ash Wednesday on February 17th. 

 
Respectively submitted by Marcia Ulrich, Ad Council Secretary 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 


